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Bernadette Coelho, Headmaster 
New Bedford High School Commencement Address – Class of 2015 
June 11, 2015 – Paul Walsh Field 
 
Good evening Dr. Durkin, Mayor Mitchell, Members of the New Bedford School 
Committee, District and High School administrators, family and friends and the class of 
2015.  Before I begin I would like to take a moment to thank those New Bedford Public 
School employees, including all of our city’s Principals who are here tonight, for your 
role in shaping the education of our graduating class.  Principals, teachers and all school 
employees, would you please stand to be recognized. 
 
Commencement means the beginning.  Today, now, is the beginning of the rest of your 
life.  You made it here because you persisted and had determination.  But how much 
persistence and determination? Did you know that the average American student 
spends around 1,000 hours a year in school?  Over thirteen years, from kindergarten to 
12th grade, that’s approximately 13,000 hours.  Can you believe that? 13,000 hours.  
 
Yes, you persisted.  There are reasons for this. For some your parents or guardians 
would not have it any other way. Can you hear their voices over the alarm telling you to 
get out of bed before you miss the bus?  I hope you thank them tonight for their loving 
care of you. Some of you had determination.  On many days, school may not have been 
easy but you yourself were gritty and determined to get it done.  For some of you it may 
have been those special connections you made at school: that coach, teacher or 
guidance counselor who pushed you, the AP courses that interested and challenged you 
or the extracurricular activities, physical education or sports.   
 
For most of you it was a combination of these.  But all of you have persisted and are 
rightfully the center of attention at this commencement—this beginning. You should 
give yourselves a round of applause.  
 
But I would be remiss to just say you made it. No there was much more. 
 
As a collective, the persistence of the class of 2015 is remarkable. You have reached high 
standards in many domains: 
  
 
In Academics: 
 
Many of you have taken advantage of dual enrollment and AP courses enabling you to 
leave NBHS will college credits.    
 
There are over seventy members of the New Bedford Chapter of the National Honor 
Society in the class of 2015.   
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There are 112 recipients of the John and Abigail Adams scholarship.  
 
Four of you:  Jac Carreiro, Kathleen Le, Laura Vieira and Lisa Chan were awarded the 
very competitive and generous Jacobs scholarships making it possible for you to attend 
Northeastern and Tufts.    
  
Look in your program book tonight.  Members of the class of 2015 were accepted to 
Harvard and Brown, Assumption, Williams, Boston University, Emerson, the Air Force 
Academy, Bentley College, the University of Massachusetts, Bridgewater State 
University and so many more.  
 
Time does not allow me to tell you the whole story. 
 
In the field of Music and the Arts:  
 
The Jazz Band received a rating of Superior and 1st place in their Division at the Music in 
the Parks Festival. 
 
The Whaler Marching Band received a Platinum Medal, the first since the early 2000s, at 
the New England Scholastic Band Association Championships. 
 
The Winter Color guard placed 2nd in their division and received the highest scores NB 
has seen in 5 years. 
 
The Pure Energy Show Choir won Best in Showcase at the New England Show Choir 
Classic.  
 
 
In JROTC: 
 
The Academic team was awarded the George C Marshall and Douglas McArthur 
Leadership medals and for the 5th time in the last 7 years has advanced to the National 
Finals in Washington, DC.  
  
Team Captains are Dylan Almeida and Tara Lopes. 
 
The Marksmanship Team finished 1st in state competition. Team Captain was Chryst 
Rosario. 
 
The RAIDER team finished third overall in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Army 
League Pentathlon competition. Team Captain is Keven Andrade. 
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In Community: 
 
You have been engaged in hundreds of hours of community service. The National Honor 
Society has tutored students both in middle school and at the high school.  You also 
participated in fund raising for charitable purposes.  
 
 
 
 
In Business: 
 
Patricia Dias won a national STEM award for an app that she conceptualized and 
created. 
 
 
In Athletics: 
 
You have won 17 Big 3 Championships and have broken school records: 
 

 Caleigh Davis broke the service record for Girls Volleyball 

 Quincy Pope broke the record for most kills in a game 

 Chandler DeBrosse broke the record for most touchdown passes in a season 
 
And while you excelled on the field, you excelled in the classroom, with a nearly 100% 
passing rate for all athletes. 
 
Yes, you accomplished much – but it did not always come easy.  You persisted and you 
were determined. 
 
I ask you to stop and reflect a minute… to think ahead to your future. The poet, Maya 
Angelou, once gave this advice “You may encounter many defeats, but you must not be 
defeated. In fact, it may be necessary to encounter the defeats, so you can know who 
you are, what you can rise from, how you can still come out of it.”  
 
As you go forward remember your persistence (all 13,000 hours of it) that brought you 
here on this field.   Yes, some of you are going off to college—you will confront a new 
set of faces—the challenge of saying good bye to old friends and making new friends- 
and confronting increased academic challenges—the new responsibilities.  
Some of you are choosing military careers—service to country.   You will need 
persistence to adapt and respond in an increasingly complex world. You will say 
goodbye to all that is familiar and need to learn new ways. I thank you in advance for 
your service to our country.  
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Some of you are starting new jobs. You will need to navigate bosses and develop 
persistence to learn and grasp opportunities for growth.   
 
Some of you are undecided about your future. You will need to persist to find your way. 
Most of you are facing some combination of all these challenges. You will need courage.  
 
And if you take Maya Angelou’s advice and embrace those challenges, you will find out 
who you really are and what you can really do. 
 
I know that many of you from the class of 2015 will persist and return to be of service to 
your community.  
 
Be good people.  Be models of honesty and compassion. Be disciplined and do 
everything with integrity.  You will come back and make a difference.  I say this with 
assuredness.   I know this with confidence, because in you, class of 2015, I’ve seen 
it….over and over again.  
 
Congratulations! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


